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SUBJECT: INDIAN POLITICAL SITUATION 

1. WE GREATLY APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S EXCELLENT REPORTING ON 
RECENT POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS, WHICH HAS BEEN BOTH COM 
PREHENSIVE AND TIMELY. CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL CONCERNED. 

2. WE ARE ASKING THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY TO UNDERTAKE 
QUICK ASSESSMENT OF POLITICAL OUTLOOK IN INDIA OVER NEXT 
SIX TO TWELVE MONTHS. WOULD APPRECIATE NEW DELHI’S VIEWS 
ON FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ( OR ANY OTHER YOU CONSIDER 
APPROPRIATE) AS CONTRIBUTION TO OUR STUDY: 
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" - WHAT ARE THE PROSPECTS FOR MRS. GANDHI'S REMAINING 
IN OFFICE UNTIL THE NEXT ELECTIONS? IF SHE SHOULD RETIRE 
OR BE FORCED FROM OFFICE, WHO WOULD SUCCEED HER? 

- WHAT ARE THE PROSPECTS NOW FOR THE NEXT NATIONAL 
ELECTIONS (BOTH IF MRS. GANDHI WINS AND IF SHE LOSES HER 
APPEAL TO THE SUPREME COURT)? IF CONGRESS LOSES ITS 
MAIORITY, WHAT WOULD NOW SEEM THE MOST LIKELY SUCCESSOR 
GOVERNMENT? 

- WOULD THE DEPARTURE OF MRS. GANDHI OR THE DEFEAT OF 
CONGRESS IN THE NEXT NATIONAL ELECTIONS HAVE ANY 

SIGNIFICANT IMPLICATIONS FOR INDIA'S INTERNAL STABILITY? 
WHAT ABOUT THE ATTITUDE OF THE MILITARY? 

- TO WHAT EXTENT WILL INTERNAL POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 
DURING THIS PERIOD AFFECT INDIA'S FOREIGN RELATIONS, 
ESPECIALLY THOSE WITH THE UNITED STATES, PAKISTAN, CHINA, 
AND THE USSR? " 

3. ADDRESSEE POSTS ALSO INVITED TO COMMENT AS 
APPROPRIATE. KISSINGER 
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